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Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) affect all of us
with every breath we take. To provide a healthier
environment and a blue sky for everyone, you can do
your part to reduce VOCs and help check with your
suppliers to make certain the products you are
selling or using comply with the regulation.

What are VOCs and why are they used
in hairspray?

VOCs are a diverse group of organic chemical compounds
that can easily vaporize and enter the atmosphere under
normal conditions. They are used as solvents in the
formulation and propellants for aerosol hairsprays. The
more commonly used VOCs in hairsprays include
ethanol and dimethyl ether. They disperse readily to air,
deteriorating indoor air quality and creating air pollution.

Why do VOCs concern me?

Exposure to VOCs may result in both acute and chronic
health effects. Many of the VOCs are strongly addictive
and can result in the depression of the central nervous
system. In sufficient quantities, VOCs can cause
eye, nose and throat irritations, headaches,
dizziness, visual disorder, and impairments. Some
VOCs are also known as human or animal carcinogens.

Besides, VOCs play a significant role in the formation of

ozone and fine particulates in the atmosphere. They
result in smog which can affect |
our health - it may irritate our
eyes, nose and throat, and
may worsen existing heart
and respiratory problems
such as asthma. Smog also
impairs visibility and has a
negative impact on tourism.

What has the Government done on
reduction of VOC emissions from
hairsprays?

Since 1 April 2007, the Government has enforced the
new Air Pollution Control (Volatile Organic Compounds)
Regulation to restrict the
maximum VOC content of
specified products, including
architectural paints, printing
inks and six categories of
consumer products (air
fresheners, hairsprays,
multi-purpose lubricants,
floor wax strippers, insecticides
and insect repellents).
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80 1 April 2007

55 1 January 2009 y

Under the regulation, no one is permitted to import or
manufacture in Hong Kong any hairspray with a VOC
content in excess of the above VOC limits for sale or
use in Hong Kong. For retailers or users, although they
are not subject to control, they would be required to
assist the Authority in enforcement work by providing
relevant information such as the transaction details or
the identity of the importer or local manufacturer
responsible for the concerned products.

How can | help reduce VOCs to

the air?

Your support is very important for improving our air
quality. As the hair stylist or responsible person of a hair
salon, you can help reduce VOC emissions by:

Avoiding the use of aerosol hairsprays as they often
use VOCs as their propellants. Non-aerosol hair care
products in liquid, gel, or pump forms are often the
better alternatives.

Asking your suppliers or stores for non-VOC or low-
VOC products. Look for labels that show a minimum
or low VOC content.

Using only those hairsprays in compliance with the
Regulation. Refrain from buying products without
knowing the sources or origins.

Where can | get more information?
For further information, please contact:
Environmental Protection Department

33/F, Revenue Tower

5 Gloucester Road

Wan Chai, Hong Kong

Tel. No.: 2838 3111

Or visit our website at: http://www.epd.gov.hk
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